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Introduction 

These comments are submitted on behalf of the UK Competition Law Association 
(CLA)', which is affiliated to the Ligue International Du Droit de la Concurrence. The 
CLA welcomes the consultation exercise and the opportunity it affords to comment on 
the draft guidance document. The CLA is limiting its comments to a few specific 
areas. 

The CLA would also like to take the opportunity to welcome the announcement of a 
joint exercise between the OFT and the Competition Commission, in relation to 
substantive assessment. It agrees with the OFT'S approach to streamlining with a 
view to ensuring consistency with the ECNIICN guidelines insofar as possible. The 
CLA considers that given these international initiatives it would be helpful to 
practitioners, to highlight within the Consultation Document differences between 
certain of the regimes, for example the EU regime and the UK system as well as areas 
of similarity. 

Email: 

General Observations 

I 

I 

r. 
I1 
I 

w 

! . 

The CLA welcomes the Consultation Document's approach of providing a clear and 
comprehensive guidance document based on experience, giving a number of 
examples where appropriate. The transparency of the OFT processes is undoubtedly 
enhanced by the Consultation Document and publication of templates and contact 
names on the website is helpful. 

The CLA agrees with the OFT that it is preferable to include jurisdictional issues in the 
procedural guidance rather than in the substantive assessment guidance. 

The membership of the CLA includes barristers, solicitors and in-house lawyers, academics and ather professionals, including 
economists, patent agents, the trademark agents. The main object of the CLA is to promote freedom of competition and to combat 
unfair competition. 
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